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WHY 
 
For those not fortunate enough to have a TV with HDMI connection, using Linux on PS3 
can be troublesome. You either have a very small desktop or don’t have one at all. 
 
Configuring the VNC Server to have a remote Desktop will enable you to work in a high-
resolution windowed mode and perform any kind of task as if you were working on the 
PS3 itself. 
 
PRE REQUISITES 
 
• A PS3 connected to a TV via component video and with Linux installed. Yellow Dog 

Linux 5.0.1 (YDL) is assumed throughout this document. 
• A PC with VNC Viewer and a SSH client installed. 
• A LAN in which both the PS3 and the PC are connected. 
 
WHERE TO GET 
 
• You can download VNC Viewer at http://www.realvnc.com. You don’t need the full 

VNC package, just the standalone viewer. 
• PuTTY, a free SSH client, can be downloaded at 

http://www.chiark.greenend.org.uk/~sgtatham/putty/. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
Initial setup 
 
Turn on your TV and the PS3. If the PS3 boots to the Game OS, Go to Settings, 
System Settings, Default System and choose Other OS. Reboot the PS3. 
Wait for YDL’s boot: prompt. Enter ydltext. When the login: prompt appears, 
login as root. 
 
Enter ifconfig. Write down the IP address of the eth0 interface. This is the IP 
through which you’re going to connect to the PS3. Enter exit and turn off your TV. 
 
In the PC, open your SSH client and connect to the PS3. Login as root. 
 
Changing /etc/sysconfig/vncservers 
 
In the SSH client, change to /etc/sysconfig and enter vi vncservers. Change 
the VNCSERVERS variable to “1:root” (where 1 is the display number and root is 
the user for whom the remote Desktop server will be run). Change the 
VNCSERVERSARGS[2] to “-geometry 1024x768 -nohttpd”. You can change 
the Desktop resolution by changing this line. Save the file and exit vi. 



 

 
 
Making the VNC Server start at boot time 
 
Change to /etc/rc3.d. Create a link named S60vncserver to 
/etc/init.d/vncserver with the command ln -s ../init.d/vncserver 
S60vncserver. This will make the server start on boot time when Linux is booted in 
runlevel 3, which is the default runlevel in YDL. 
 

 



 
Creating a password to access the VNC Server 
 
Enter cd to go to root’s home directory. Enter vncpasswd. Enter the password that the 
VNC Server will use to authenticate incoming connections. Please note that the RFB 
protocol used by VNC is not secure. 
 
Opening the VNC Server port in the firewall 
 
Change to /etc/sysconfig and enter vi iptables. Add a line just before the last 
-A line (the one with REJECT). The line must be -A RH-Firewall-1-INPUT -p 
tcp -dport 5901 -j ACCEPT. Save the file and exit vi. 
 

 
 
Changing the Window Manager to Enlightenment “E17” 
 
Change to ~/.vnc and enter vi xstartup. Uncomment the unset and exec lines. 
Change the file and exit vi. 
 



 
 
Restarting iptables and VNC Server 
 
Enter /etc/init.d/iptables restart and /etc/init.d/vncserver 
restart. 
 
Opening the remote Desktop 
 
Enter exit and close the SSH client. Open VNC Viewer and inform the PS3 IP and 
either display 1 or port number 5901. Enter the password you have chosen for the VNC 
Server. The remote Desktop apeears. Enjoy! 
 

 


